The Herald
Faith Lutheran
August, 2022

Weekly Sunday Worship Service
In-person & live streamed on Facebook
10 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service with Zoom
12—12:30 p.m.

Bible Time for Kids beginning September 18
Our Youth and Parish Education Committee is planning to offer
a Sunday class for any children who wish to come.
The lessons will be structured so that pre-schoolers on up
through elementary school-aged kids can learn, talk about, color
or other activity, sing and/or make music with a Bible story in mind.
Misty Dush will teach the classes before worship upstairs in room 209.
Parents are welcome to stay if they wish.
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Dear all,
We have a very hot summer that I never experienced anywhere else! We have been in
Australia for their summer season which is in the last three months of the year. It was hot
and humid but it cooled down fast as the sun was setting. Keep hydrated!
We thank God that over the time I served at Faith, we had four baptisms and we received 10
new members. Thank you everyone for welcoming our guests very well and they are now
joining us to serve God at Faith Lutheran Church.

I will continue to speak about what God is doing here at Faith, as well as about our unity and
how we see ourselves as God's people. As a congregation, I like the illustration of us being
like people who gather around a table - we are at the table to eat, to have fellowship and
friendship, and not only that, but we are blessed by God's words and by God's means of
Grace through Holy Communion and the baptism. Now, I am asking you all to think about
those who are not at the table. Who was here before but is no longer present? How do we get
them back to join us in the fellowship of the believers? And how do we invite others to join
us? Those are the challenges I am putting in front of all of us. We thank God for the work of
the Holy Spirit in this Church.
Join us with prayers of thanksgiving and petition for our youngest daughter, Clara and her
husband Charles as they are expecting their first baby in October. They live in Minneapolis.
Peace!
Pr. Mamy Ranaivoson

Scripture Readings for August
Pastor Mamy encourages you to read each Sunday’s
scriptures in advance of worship:
August 7:

Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40

August 14:

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:49-56

August 21:

Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17

August 28:

Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14
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Council Highlights from May 23:
•
•
•
•

Reminder: Annual Upbring Golf Tournament is Monday, June 27. Donations are being
collected “fore” the children served by this wonderful organization. Please contact Lynn or
Mike Davidson for more information.
Elevator Update: As the public is dealing with delays when parts are needed, we too are
waiting for the parts for our elevator.
Administrative Assistant Position: We need to find a replacement for Karen Noyes before
her August church office departure. If you know of anyone interested in this part-time
position, please let Lynn Davidson or Dennis Diedrick know.
Christmas in July service will be on the 31st. We plan to collect packages of diapers to
benefit Bread For All. Please watch the bulletin for further information.
Council Highlights from June 25:

•
•

•
•
•
•

Elevator Update: Electrician starting on Tuesday, June 28. Completion date set for midJuly.
Plumbing work continues to replace the cast iron pipes causing issues for CDC area.
Administrative Assistant Position: Interview scheduled. (Update: Please join us in
welcoming Melissa Trimble as Faith’s new Administrative Assistant.)
Reminder: Christmas in July service will be on the 31st. We are collecting packages of
diapers to benefit Bread For All. Request for diaper sizes: Newborn to Size 5.
Thanks to Lynn Davidson for her work as July 2021-June 2022 Council President and Mike
Davidson for his work as Council CDC Rep.
Welcome to Kent Saathoff as July 2022-June 2023 Council Vice President and Helen
Diedrick as Council CDC Rep.

It is now a good time to begin thinking …
The Christmas in July worship service allows me to share
with you it is now a good time to begin thinking of poinsettias,
even with the current triple digit temperatures outside.
Last year it was in the September Herald that I provided information about ordering the red
and white (pale yellow) plants for delivery after Thanksgiving and for our Christmas Eve
service. I was then scrambling to get orders before the white (pale yellow) plants sold out.

While I do not have information yet from Down Home Ranch for this year’s poinsettia season,
it is not too early for you to begin thinking about orders for yourself, family, friends, and
possibly the Christmas Eve Service. Watch for more information in the mid-August worship
service bulletins and the September Herald.
Thank you,
Mary Beth Meiske
Altar Guild Chair and Flower Coordinator
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WELCA ladies had a little respite from July meetings during elevator repairs; however, the elevator is back up and
running, and upcoming calendar event plans are ongoing. All women of the church are welcomed and encouraged to
join women for their meetings and events since by attending these gatherings the women get to know each other
better. Although church doors are locked for CDC children's safety, there is a bell on the walkway door you can ring
for CDC personnel to allow entry to join women's meetings in room 206.
Cookies for the Trinity Care Nursing Home -- A total of 86 dozen cookies was collected for the residents of the
nursing home and we thank all who donated cookies.
Rebecca Circle's monthly Bible study on August 8 will be from ELCA's July/August issue of the Gather magazine
on page 36, "Crafted in Christ, Session three--ties that bind." Scripture verses are: Deuteronomy 6:1-9; Romans
8:31-35, 37-39; Micah 6:6-8; and Matthew 25:31-48. The Bible Study starts at 9:30 a.m. with a short Unit meeting
after to update members on status of current projects.
Annual KoffeeKlatch, Friday, August 19 -- Faith's annual "KoffeeKlatch" will be held in room 206 from 9:30 a.m.
until 12 noon on Friday, August 19, and all women of the church are invited to come and enjoy tasty pastries, juice,
and coffee. The women will discuss plans and ideas for projects for the upcoming October 8 bazaar and they
currently are in need of new ideas and encourage all women of the church to come share ideas while nibbling goodies
and sharing Christian fellowship with one another.
September Brunch and Social, Saturday, September 10 -- Rebecca Circle members are making plans to host a
September Brunch and Social starting at 9:30 a.m. for all women of the church. Attendees will bring a breakfast or
brunch dish to share for a delicious meal and then enjoy a short program of entertainment and fun games with prizes.
Mark Your Calendars for the Faith Church Bazaar, Saturday, October 8 -- There is plenty of time to gather items
to donate for the bazaar, start working on arts and crafts projects, and plan what to bake for the bazaar. Everyone's
help is needed to make the bazaar a success! Boy Scouts will help move/pack boxes, but volunteers are needed to
help set up Friday, October 7 (start time TBD), work the bazaar on Saturday, October 8, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. and
help pack up/take down the bazaar after church Sunday, October 9. A sign-up sheet will soon be provided in the
narthex for volunteers to sign up for various duties. The Oliver House has been filling up with numerous items but as
long as room is available, you may call Charleen Schneider to arrange for items already priced (please, no clothes or
shoes) to be stored in the Oliver House.
LWR School Kits -- School supplies are currently on sale and items for LWR School Kits that Faith gathers to help
children in need all over the world are: four 70-page spiral notebooks (wide or college-ruled); five #2 pencils
(unsharpened); five blue or black ballpoint pens (no gel); pencil sharpener; 1-1/2 inch eraser; 24 or 36 count crayons; 12-inch ruler; and scissors (blunt). Note: Most needed item is the spiral notebook! WELCA already has a
good supply of pencils and pens; but crayons, sharpeners, and scissors are in short supply. A list of the School Kit
items can be found in the small pocket above the LWR Collection Box in the narthex. The congregation's help with
gathering these items for November's LWR In-Gathering will be much appreciated.
Agenda for August -August 5 (Friday) -- Sewing Group, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon in room 206
August 8 (Monday) -- Rebecca Circle Bible Study w/Unit Meeting, 3:00 p.m. in room 206 (approx. 2 hrs)
August 12 (Friday) -- Sewing Group, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon in room 206
August 16 (Tuesday) -- Quilting Group, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in Oliver House
August 19 (Friday) -- Annual KoffeeKlatch, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon in room 206
August 26 (Friday) -- Sewing Group, 9:30 a.m. - 12 noon in room 206
The women of the church have a couple of busy months ahead but it feels great to be doing things together
again. Although the COVID virus is still with us, by following health guidelines such as keeping our distance and
wearing masks when it seems necessary, we should be able to safely gather in small groups to work together to help
others.
Charleen Schneider, President of Faith's WELCA Unit
**************************************************************************************************************************************
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU!
Once again Faith's members outdid themselves this July by donating over 86 dozen pre-packaged cookies (without
nuts) for the residents at Trinity Care Nursing Home in Round Rock. That is AWESOME! Those residents are going
to be so happy munching on all those cookies! The women of the church wish to thank you very much for all the love
you show by your great response in giving to others.
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Upbring Golf Austin – 2022 Tournament Results
The annual Upbring Golf Tournament was held on Monday, June 27. The team from Faith,
consisting of Lynn and Mike Davidson, Ray McGuire, and Danny Migs, finished in the middle of
the pack and shot 9 under par. We are thankful for their participation in this event to help this
wonderful organization and we are VERY THANKFUL for all of you who contributed to the team.
Faith raised $2,905.00 to help the children served by Upbring!
GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY – SEPTEMBER 11
Your Outreach Committee and the Church Council agreed our focus for God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday this year would be to assist Doug’s House which is a hospice and recuperative care facility located within our community. Doug’s House is part of an organization in Austin called Project
Transition and has been open and serving clients since 1989 as the first, and only, residential
hospice for people living with HIV in Central Texas. The house can accommodate up to five
patients at a time, and they have many needs to help them provide a compassionate and caring
environment to those living in the house. No one is turned away for inability to pay.
We have selected a few items from their list of needs to collect for GWOH Sunday. Pastor Mamy
has also been in contact with the director of Doug’s House to find out if he can offer spiritual needs
to any of the residents. Most of those coming to Doug’s House do not have the means to pay for
basic daily needs or prescription medications. In addition to the list below, they have a big need
for Visa gift cards to give the patients to help pay for those items. If you would like to give a monetary donation towards the purchase of gift cards, you can place those donations in the offering
basket and clearly mark them for GWOH Sunday or send to the church office by September 11.
We feel blessed to be able to help this organization and hope you will join us by contributing any of
the items below, or monetary donations, if you are able.
Backpacks
Men’s and Women’s Socks
Deodorant
Shampoo/Conditioner
Laundry Detergent

Mouth Wash
Shaving razors

Toothpaste
Shaving cream

Bread for All Food Pantry
We continue to collect items for the Austin City Lutherans food pantry and thank you for your
ongoing support of this vital resource for many people in Austin. Bring items any Sunday and
place them on the designated table at the back of the church.
Suggested Food Items: Dried Beans, Rice, Peanut Butter, Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit,
Cereal, Pasta, Canned Meat and Tuna, Ramen Noodles, Boxed Mixes; also needed are diapers
and baby wipes.
Also needed: ACL now has used furniture and household items for folks setting up their home
after being homeless. Assistance is needed in helping deliver furniture occasionally. If you can
help out, please contact Pastor Tim Anderson.
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Worship & Music
Assisting Ministers in August
August 7
August 14
August 21
August 28

Carol Roberts
Cathy Zwernemann
Karen McGuire
Lynn Davidson

STAY TUNED FOR HANDBELLS
We are tentatively planning on starting
handbell practice September 7. Please
contact me if you have any interest in
ringing with us. Stop me at church and
I’ll be glad to talk about what it is all
about. Practice is on Wednesday nights
from 6:15-6:50 p.m. Reading music is not
required.
Karen McGuire

Altar Guild August Workers

Saturday:

Mary Beth Meiske

Sunday:

Helen Diedrick
Mary Beth Meiske
Wanda Muehlbrad

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Figures are approximate, since multiple people
may attend via each Facebook connection.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL INFORMATION
Month
Jan.
Feb.
Mar.
Apr.
May
June
YTD

Income
$ 16,054
$ 13,065
$ 21,590
$ 17,282
$ 14,845
$ 16,778
$ 99,614

Expenses
$ 20,941
$ 19,346
$ 20,152
$ 20,127
$ 22,355
$ 21,039
$123,960

Difference
-$ 4,887
-$ 6,281
+$ 1,438
-$ 2,845
-$ 7,510
-$ 4,261
-$ 24,346

In-person Facebook
May 29
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24

50
55
27
40
66
20
36
33
36

68
124
91
59
72
72
98
63
64

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
June-July, 2022
Emergency Reserve
Joe & Suzette Kump

In Honor of their 51st Wedding Anniversary

WELCA
Charleen Schneider

In Loving Memory of Ted Schneider

Total
118
179
118
99
138
92
134
96
100
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Member Updates
Baptism:
Stevie Hayes Hill Booker was baptized on
June 26, by Pastor Mamy Ranaivoson.
Her parents are James and Lauren Booker.
Sponsors are Molly Murphy, Caroline
Smith, and Charlie Stiernberg.
Transfers In:
Pastor Tom and Renee Kesselring from
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Pflugerville.
Transfers Out:
Helen and Melvin Rose to St. James
Lutheran Church in Llano.

After 36 years as members of Faith, Helen and Melvin Rose have moved to Llano, Texas,
into an assisted living retirement home. We wish them all the best in the years ahead!

Pastoral Care Needs
If you or a loved one has need of emergency pastoral care on the weekend
when the church office is closed (Friday, Saturday, Sunday), please call or
text Pastor Mamy directly using his mobile number. If you leave a message
on the office phone over the weekend, it will not be heard until Monday
morning.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
6600 Woodrow Avenue
Austin, Texas 78757
Office: 512-451-1116
Website: FaithLutheranAustin.org
Faith is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation
Worship & Bible Study
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 11:15 a.m.
3rd Sunday Praise Service 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Day of Prayer
12:00 p.m. - Noon Prayer

August, 2022

Faith Lutheran Church
6600 Woodrow Avenue
Austin, Texas 78757-2596

Pastor: Mamy Ranaivoson
Organist: Renee Kesselring
Director of Handbells: Karen McGuire
Accountant: Lynn Davidson
Administrative Assistant: Melissa Trimble
CDC Director: Melissa McCoy

MISSION STATEMENT OF
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
We at Faith Lutheran Church believe in Jesus Christ
as Lord and Savior of all life and creation.
In response to His grace and love toward us,
we are called to share His love by reaching out to all people.
We are called to be a worshiping, caring, learning community.

